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	Sentence
	Sensory experience
	Sense
	What I’m looking for

	The leaves are falling from the trees, Autumn has arrives
	Red, orange and yellow transparent sweet wrappers (quality street)/ cut out acetate. Scatter from up high for visual tracking
	visual
	Do the children track the leaves to the ground?
Do they reach for them?
Are they anticipating you releasing the leaves?
Have they developed hand eye coordination to grab the leaves?

	It’s now Halloween, the night of the ghosts and ghouls. 
	Button press ghost with sound (any ghost or Halloween toy that makes a sound when activated)
	auditory
	Does the child react to the sound?
Do they pull it closer to listen and explore?
Have they learnt where the button is and are they pressing it independently?

	It’s bonfire night not and we are enjoying s’mores around the fire 
	Marshmallow fluff
	Gustatory
Tactile (sticky on your fingers!!)
	Do the children anticipate by sticking their tongue out or opening their mouth?
Do they have a consistent reaction to the taste?
Do they communicate in their preferred way if they want more?

	The nights are getting darker 
	Black stretchy material such as lycra. Hide under it (peekaboo), wrap it around for more of a proprioceptive experience. 
	Proprioceptive
Visual 
	Does the child react and anticipate when the material is coming over their face?
Do they engage in a peekaboo activity problem solving to free themselves from the material. 
Do they independently explore the contrast of light and dark?




	Sentence
	Sensory experience
	Sense
	What I’m looking for

	The days are getting colder
	Ice pack. I play a game hiding the ice-pack down the tip of their jumper at the back. 
	Tactile
Proprioceptive 





	Does the child anticipate by flinching?
Can they problem solve and stretch to remove the ice-pack themselves (obviously help if needed)
Do they independently explore in their hands?
Do they enjoy the cold sensation? Do they have a preferred place on their body? One of my pupils likes feeling the ice-pack between his teeth, once he discovered this a few times by accident, he now takes the ice-pack straight to his teeth. 

	It’s December now and it’s time to decorate the Christmas tree
	Pine smell 
	Olfactory 
	Does the child recognise it is time to smell by leaning forward or putting their nose towards the scent?
Do they have a consistent reaction to it? 

	The carollers are singing 
	All adults sing jingle bells with great enthusiasm. We repeat a few times speeding up each time. The children now anticipate that it will get faster and louder and some giggle or clap. One child now puts his fingers to his fact to communicate to us that he wants there. We’re often singing for 5 minutes at least and end up getting tongue tied singing as fast as we can. 
	Auditory 
	Do the children anticipate your singing/ increase in volume/ speed?
Do they react to your singing?
Do they engage vocally with you? 




	Sentence
	Sensory experience
	Sense
	What I’m looking for

	Christmas day has arrived and it’s time to unwrap our presents from Santa
	Ripping wrapping paper
	Auditory, tactile
	Are the children able to rip the paper independently?
Do they explore the texture and enjoy the tactile feedback from ripping and scrunching?
Do they respond to the sound of ripping the paper and scrunching it?

	Christmas dinner time turkey with cranberry sauce. Yum yum. 
	Cranberry sauce 
	Gustatory 
	Do the children anticipate by opening their mouth or sticking their tongue out?
Do they have a consistent reaction?
Do they communicate if they want more?

	It is now the end of the year. The clock is chiming 12 for the start of the next. 10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 Happy New Year  
	Party poppers
	Auditory
visual
	Do the children anticipate when you are about to pop the party popper?
Do they track the confetti strings?
Do they explore the confetti strings?
Do they show awareness if the confetti string lands on them?
Do they react to the sound of the bang?
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